Nature Versus Nuture: Sexual Orientation by Astling, Mackenzie et al.
Illinois Wesleyan University
Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference 2012, 23rd Annual JWP Conference
Apr 14th, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Nature Versus Nuture: Sexual Orientation
Mackenzie Astling
Illinois Wesleyan University
Tim Reardanz
Illinois Wesleyan University
Darryl Brown, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
Part of the Business Administration, Management, and Operations Commons
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by The Ames Library, the Andrew W. Mellon Center for Curricular and Faculty
Development, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digital Commons @ IWU by
the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.
Mackenzie Astling; Tim Reardanz; and Darryl Brown, Faculty Advisor, "Nature Versus Nuture: Sexual Orientation" (April
14, 2012). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. Paper 3.
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2012/oralpres2/3
THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE – APRIL 2012 
 
 
 
 
Oral Presentation O2.3 
 
 
NATURE VERSUS NURTURE: SEXUAL ORIENTATION 
 
 
 
Mackenzie Astling, Tim Reardanz and Darryl Brown* 
Business Administration, Illinois Wesleyan University 
 
 
 
Some people believe that sexual orientation is an occurrence that is linked to the genes, while 
others believe that it is based on the environment (Nature versus Nurture). This literature review 
uses a compilation of studies and reviews to show that sexual orientation is not determined solely 
by Nature or solely by Nurture. Along with scientific evidence to support this theory, there is a 
background on the history of the Nature versus Nurture model. Also included, is a brief history 
on different representations of sexual orientation throughout history. First introduced are sources 
that have a result that suggest that sexual orientation is biologically determined, and then there 
are sources that link exposure to certain experiences to sexual orientation.  Both theories are 
feasible in situations that are independent from each other and neither can be ruled out 
completely. 
 
